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Iran welcomes railroad link to China
TEHRAN - Iran's Minister of Road and Urban Development Ali Nikzad says Teh-

ran welcomes a proposal by the Tajik government to connect the Iranian rail network 
to the city of Kashgar in China via Tajikistan and Afghanistan.

In a meeting with the visiting Tajik Minister of Transportation and Com-
munications Nizam Hakim Oaf on Sunday, Nikzad said the 392 kilometers 
(km) long rail corridor will connect Iran, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyz-
stan and China.

"It will increase trade exchange and export volume, reduce transit costs among 
these countries and facilitate the transport of cargo and passengers in the region," 
he added. 

Majlis vote results released in Tehran
TEHRAN - Iran's Interior Ministry has officially announced the final results of the 

Friday runoff parliamentary elections in Tehran constituency. 
The deputy head of Iran's Election Headquarters, Hassan Ali Nouri, on Saturday 

announced the final results of the vote count in the Tehran constituency.
Twenty-five candidates from Tehran constituency won their way into the Majlis 

during the second round of elections held on Friday. 
Bijan Nobaveh, Ismail Kowsari, Ahmad Tavakoli, and Ali Motahari are the four 

top candidates of the list.
 The runoff election was held in 33 constituencies across the country on Friday 

with 130 candidates competing for the remaining 65 seats of the 290-member par-
liament. 
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TEHRAN - Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution Ayatol-
lah Seyed Ali Khamenei has 
urged Iranian officials to cre-
ate more reading areas in the 
country.

Ayatollah Khamenei 
made the comments during 
an address to book publish-
ers present at the 25th Teh-
ran International Book Fair. 

The Leader said reading 
areas should be increased in 
parallel with the number of 
international book fair visi-
tors, Press TV reported.

Ayatollah Khamenei fur-
ther called on the officials to 
remove any obstacles to pub-
lishing books such as lower-
ing the cost of paper. 
"The government should 

pave the way for the transla-
tion of good Iranian books 
in the fields of religion, his-
tory, literature and science 
into various languages and 
for their presentation to the 
world," the Leader said. 

The 25th Tehran Inter-
national Book Fair, which 
kicked off on May 2 and 
will run until May 12, hosts 
domestic and international 
publishers at the capital city's 
Grand Prayer Grounds. 

The Tehran International 
Book Fair is considered the 
most significant event of its 
kind in Asia and the Middle 
East and a significant venue 
for publishers and book lov-
ers to exchange opinions and 
experiences. 

Leader urges more reading areas
TEHRAN - Iran's Ambas-

sador to International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) says 
the country will never sus-
pend uranium enrichment 
and sees no reason to close 
the Fordow nuclear site. 

Ali Asghar Soltanieh said 
Friday that Iran will not close 
the underground nuclear site 
as the country sees “no justi-
fication” for doing so, Reu-
ters reported. 
"Fordow is a safe place. We 

have spent a lot of money and 
time to have a safe place…. 
When you have a safe place, 
secure place under IAEA 
control, then why do you tell 
me that I should close it?" 

The Fordow nuclear facil-
ity, Iran's second site for en-

riching uranium, is located 
south of Tehran. 

Asked about the possibility 
of Iran agreeing to stop ura-
nium enrichment activities in 
the forthcoming negotiations 
with the P5+1 - including the 
US, Britain, France, China, 
and Russia, plus Germany - 
Soltanieh said, “One thing is 
clear: the enrichment in Iran 
will never be suspended.” 

"Neither sanctions, nor 
military actions, nor terror 
against our scientists will 
stop the enrichment,” he em-
phasized. 

Iran and P5+1 held the first 
round of new multifaceted 
talks in Turkish port city, Is-
tanbul, on April 14 follow-
ing a 15-month hiatus, after 

which both sides expressed 
satisfaction over the general 
atmosphere of negotiations. 

The two sides have agreed 
to hold the second round of 
their new talks in Iraq’s capi-
tal city, Baghdad, on May 23. 

The US and European 
Union accuse Iran of pursu-
ing military goals under the 
cover of its nuclear energy 
program and have imposed 
international and unilateral 
sanctions against the coun-
try. 

Tehran refutes their claims 
noting that as a committed 
member of IAEA and a sig-
natory to the Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty it is entitled to the 
peaceful application of the 
nuclear energy.

Iran's envoy to IAEA:

Iran sees no justification for 
closing Fordow

TEHRAN - Iran's Maj-
lis Speaker Ali Larijani has 
called on international hu-
man rights bodies to stop 
supporting dictators in the 
region and pay heed to the 
crimes committed by the Is-
raeli regime. 
“Oppressed Palestinian 

prisoners have launched an 
intifada of hunger strikes due 
to the inhumane and brutal 
pressure by the Zionist re-
gime (Israel),” said Larijani 
during an open session of the 
Majlis on Sunday. 

He expressed the Majlis’ 
support for the Palestinian 
strikers and added that inter-
national human rights bodies 

had better pay at least some 
little attention to Israel’s 
crimes so their fake gesture 
of advocating human rights 
finds some manifestation, 
IRNA reported. 

About 1,500 to 2,500 Pal-
estinian prisoners began an 
open-ended hunger strike on 
April 17, the Palestinian Pris-
oners Day, in Israeli prisons to 
protest against Israel’s admin-
istrative detention rules, use of 
solitary confinement, denial 
of family visits, and maltreat-
ment of sick detainees, accord-
ing to the rights group. 

According to the Palestin-
ian Council of Human Rights 
Organizations, the Israeli 

Prison Service has collec-
tively punished hunger strik-
ers by denying them family 
visits, conducting cell and 
body searches, subjecting 
them to isolation, fines, and 
the confiscation of personal 
belongings. 

The Iranian Majlis speaker 
also pointed to the popular up-
risings in Egypt and Bahrain 
and said, “The US and some 
of its allies in the region ap-
parently have not yet become 
aware that revolutions have 
taken place in the region.” 

Larijani added that Iranian 
lawmakers support the popu-
lar uprisings of the Egyptian 
and Bahraini people.

Majlis Speaker:

Human rights bodies must pay 
heed to Israeli crimes

Foreign Ministry Spokesman:

Iran will not break 
under psywar

TEHRAN - Iranian For-
eign Ministry Spokesman 
Ramin Mehmanparast says 
Tehran will defend its nuclear 
rights and will not retreat one 
iota from its stance in the up-
coming talks with the P5+1.

Mehmanparast said West-
ern officials visiting regional 
states ahead of the second 
round of talks between Iran 
and the P5+1 -- Britain, Chi-
na, France, Russia, and the US 
plus Germany-- in the Iraqi 
capital are psychological war 
tactics to pressure Tehran. 

 “Such issues will have 
no effect on the resolve and 
demands of the Iranian na-
tion and their representatives 
[in the upcoming Baghdad 
talks],” Mehmanparast told 
IRNA. 

 “Respecting the rights of 

other nations must be a prin-
ciple and by eliminating in-
justice many tensions can be 
defused,” he added. 

Mehmanparast stressed 
Iran is determined to see a 
just world order and would 
spare no effort to see this goal 
materialize.  The latest round 
of talks between Iran and the 
five members of the P5+1 
group was held in the Turkish 
city of Istanbul on April 14. 
Both sides hailed the discus-
sions as constructive. 

The two sides agreed to 
hold the next round of talks in 
Baghdad on May 23, 2012. 

Tehran and the P5+1 pre-
viously held two rounds of 
talks, one in Geneva, Swit-
zerland in December 2010 
and another in Istanbul in 
January 2011.

TEHRAN - Despite West-
ern sanctions against Iran's 
oil and gas industries, the 
country's deputy oil minis-
ter says the export of Iranian 
petrochemical products to 
European countries is as 
usual.

Abdolhossein Bayat, who 
is also managing director of 
the National Petrochemical 
Company (NPC), said Sun-
day that the diversification 
and identification of new 
markets for petrochemical 
products has turned into a 
strategy for Iran's Oil Min-
istry. 

The official went on to say 
that the NPC has focused its 
efforts on finding new mar-
kets for Iranian petrochemi-
cal products over the past 
two years and new markets 
have been found, Press TV 
reported. 

He said new markets are 
chosen according to the 
buyer behavior and price of 
petrochemical products. 
"Iran currently has no prob-

lem exporting petrochemi-
cal products," Bayat added, 
stressing that exports to Eu-
ropean countries have not 
fallen. 

Iran exported a total of 18.2 
million tons of petrochemical 
and polymer products, worth 
about USD 14.2 billion, to 
more than 60 countries in 
the last Iranian calendar year 
(ended March 19, 2012). 

During the same period, 
the country stood second in 
the world in terms of export-
ing methanol to Europe. 

In terms of value, 22 per-
cent of Iran's petrochemical 
exports went to China, 13 
percent to India, 18.5 percent 
to the Middle East, 18 percent 
to the Far East, 23 percent to 
Southeast Asia, and 5 percent 
to Europe.

Iran petrochem exports 
not declining

Iran holds Persian Gulf 
Concert

TEHRAN - Tehran Aca-
demic Orchestra and Tehran 
Symphony Orchestra have 
held Persian Gulf Concert in 
Tehran to commemorate the 
national Persian Gulf Day. 

Led by Amin Salemi, 
Tehran Academic Orchestra 
started its May 2 and 3 pro-
grams with the performances 
of two traditional vocalists 
and two pop stars.  Nima 
Masiha, Hamid Khazaei, 
Mani Rahnama and Salar 
Aqili were the concert vocal-
ists who also participated the 
event held in Milad Tower. 

Meanwhile, Tehran Sym-
phony Orchestra led by 
World-renowned Iranian 
composer and conductor 
Shahdad Rohani also per-
formed the Persian Gulf 

Symphony in Vahdat Hall. 
While historical documents 

show that the waterway has 
always been referred to as the 
'Persian Gulf,' certain Arab 
states have mounted efforts 
to remove 'Persian' from the 
name of the waterway. 

Iran has designated April 30 
as the national Persian Gulf Day 
to highlight the fact that the wa-
terway has been referred to by 
the historians and ancient texts 
as 'Persian' since the Achae-
menid Empire was established 
in what is now modern Iran.  
National Persian Gulf Day 
marks the anniversary of the 
expulsion of Portuguese mil-
itary forces from the Strait of 
Hormoz in 1622, during the 
reign of Safavid king Shah 
Abbas I (1587-1629).

TEHRAN - Francois Hol-
lande, Nicolas Sarkozy’s 
Socialist rival in the French 
run-off presidential elec-
tion, declares victory, saying 
that the electorate opted for 

“change” in choosing him 
over the incumbent presi-
dent.

According to exit polls, 
Hollande has secured around 
51 percent of the vote against 
some 49 percent garnered by 
Sarkozy in the run-off, which 
was held on Sunday, Press 
TV reported.

 “I bear the full responsibil-
ity for this defeat,” Sarkozy 
said after the result was made 
public.

Hollande’s jubilant sup-
porters have gathered in 
front of the Socialist Party’s 
headquarters in Paris and 
come together in his home-
town of Tulle in southwest-
ern France as the news of 
the result spreads across the 
country just ahead of official 
announcement.
"French people, on the 6th 

of May, have chosen change," 

the victor told his advocates 
in Tulle.

About 46 million people 
were eligible to vote in the 
second round.

The run-off was held af-
ter Hollande inconclusively 
won the first round on April 
22 with 28.63 percent of the 
ballots against Sarkozy’s 
27.18 percent.

He is the first Socialist pol-
itician to win the presidential 
election after 17 years of 

right-wing dominance over 
the country’s politics. He 
now has to face the country’s 
rising unemployment and 
stagnant economy, for which 
Sarkozy has been under fire.

Hollande has also criti-
cized the austerity plans im-
plemented by Sarkozy's gov-
ernment, saying austerity can 
no longer be the only option 
for Europe, and pledged to 
bring growth and prosperity 
back to the continent.

Hollande beats Sarkozy in run-off 
presidential election

TEHRAN - Iran will pro-
duce 25 million cubic meters 
of natural gas per day after 
the development of the first 
stage of Phase 12 of South 
Pars gas field, says the proj-
ect manager. 

The last platform of this 
phase will be made opera-
tional in the second half of 
the next year, IRNA quoted 
Rasoul Fallahnejad as saying 
on Saturday. 

 He added that 150 kilome-

ters of the three 32-inch pipe-
lines has been built and tested 
in this phase. 

Fallahnejad said Phase 12 
of the South Pars gas field, as 
the largest phase of the proj-
ect, would produce 84 mil-
lion cubic meters of natural 
gas per day, which is equiva-
lent to 15 percent of the na-
tional need. 

South Pars gas and oil 
field covers an area of 9,700 
square kilometers, 3,700 

square kilometers of which 
are in the Iranian territorial 
waters in the Persian Gulf. 
The remaining 6,000 square 
kilometers, i.e. North Dome, 
are in Qatari territorial wa-
ters.

   The Iranian gas field 
has 14 trillion cubic meters 
of natural gas, about eight 
percent of the world's re-
serves, and more than 18 
billion barrels of LNG re-
sources.

South Pars phase 12 output
 to reach 25 cu.m

TEHRAN - Iran's Intel-
ligence Minister Heidar 
Moslehi says a number of 
terrorists involved in the 
assassination of Iranian 
nuclear scientists have been 
identified and arrested. 

Moslehi told reporters 
on Sunday that Iran has 
recently made important 
arrests, and explained that 
those apprehended by the 
security forces have been 
arrested for drug and secu-
rity charges, Mehr News 
Agency reported. 

"Some of those drug king-
pins recently identified and 
arrested have links to the 
targeted killing of Iranian 
nuclear scientists," the se-

nior Iranian official pointed 
out. He, however, declined 
to provide any further de-
tails on the case. 

Iranian nuclear scientist 
Mostafa Ahmadi Roshan 
was targeted on January 11, 
when an unknown motor-
cyclist attached a magnetic 
bomb to his car near a col-
lege building of Allameh 
Tabatabaei University in 
Tehran. He was immediate-
ly killed and his driver, who 
sustained injuries, died a 
few hours later in hospital. 

Ahmadi Roshan was a 
Sharif University of Tech-
nology chemical engineer-
ing graduate and served as 
the deputy director of mar-

keting at Natanz nuclear 
facility. 

Darioush Rezaeinejad, 
Professor Majid Shahriari 
and Professor Masoud Ali-
Mohammadi, other Iranian 
scientists, are also among 
the victims of such acts of 
terror. 

On July 23, 2011, un-
identified gunmen killed 
Rezaeinejad outside his 
house in Tehran. 

On November 29, 2010, 
Shahriari and Abbasi were 
targeted by terrorist attacks. 
Shahriari was killed imme-
diately, but Dr. Abbasi, the 
current director of Iran's 
Atomic Energy Organiza-
tion, sustained injuries.

Iran makes arrests in connection with 
expert assassinations

Toronto to exhibit ‘Six 
Weeks of Iranian Art’

‘Separation’ wins Italian festival

TEHRAN - The Canadian 
capital of Toronto is slated 
to host an exhibition of Ira-
nian arts, featuring the work 
of internationally renowned 
and award-winning Iranian 
artists. 

The second edition of the 
Iranian festival titled Six 
Weeks of Iranian Art is to 
be held in Toronto’s Queen 
Gallery this fall. The event is 
scheduled to showcase the Ira-
nian cultural heritage through 
featuring Persian visual arts, 
plays, music and films cre-
ated by the artists in Iran and 
Canada, Press TV reported. 

The festival will present 
four visual arts exhibitions 

including the remarkable 
works of the renowned art 
master Mohsen Vaziri-
Moghaddam. 

Four musical performances 
including the Levon Haftvan 
ensemble as well as a selec-
tion of the best Iranian short 
films and documentaries, 
including that of the award 
winning director Seyfollah 
Samadian will be also pre-
sented at the festival. 

Holding several screen-
play reading and story-telling 
workshops are among other 
programs of the event. 

The Six Weeks of Iranian 
Art is to kick off on Septem-
ber 21, 2012.

TEHRAN - Iranian filmmaker Asghar Far-
hadi’s Academy Award-winning film  Nader 
and Simin: A Separation has won at the David 
di Donatello Awards in Italy. 

Internationally-acclaimed Iranian drama 
was awarded for the Best Foreign Language 
film at the 2012 David di Donatello Awards, 
which is considered the Italian equivalent to 
the Academy Award, Press TV reported. 

Farhadi’s prize-magnet drama went up 
against the renowned cinematic creations such 
as Martin Scorsese’s Hugo, Terrence Malick’s 
Tree of life, George Clooney’s Ides of March 

as the other nominees in this section. 
The Iranian drama also turned heads, win-

ning the Best Foreign Film Award of the 2012 
edition of annual Independent Spirit Awards 
as well as the 2012 César Awards. 

A Separation also received Best Picture, 
Best Film Not in the English Language, Best 
Ensemble and Best Original Screenplay 
awards of the 9th International Cinephile So-
ciety (ICS). 

Farhadi's award-sweeper movie has hit the 
Canadian, Brazilian, American, European 
movie theaters so far, as scheduled earlier. 

TEHRAN - Veteran Iranian filmmaker and actor Iraj Qa-
deri, after a long battle with lung cancer, has passed away at 
the age of 77 in Tehran. 

The producer and screenwriter was hospitalized in early 
April due to his critical condition. 

Qaderi started his cinematic career as an actor in the pioneer 
Iranian-Armenian filmmaker Samuel Khachikian's movie 
Crossroads of Coincidence (Chaharrahe Havades) (1955). 

Qaderi, with over 50 years of experience in film industry, 
has appeared in over 41 movies and directed over 71 films. 

I Want to Live (1994), Sam and Narges (2001), Aquarium 
(2003), The Trial (2007) are some of his remarkable directo-
rial works.

Prominent Iranian filmmaker, actor Iraj Qaderi dies

Reds suffer another loss at IPL
but Abdi took the lead again 
just before the half time for 
Rah Ahan. 

In the second half, Hossein 
Kazemi scored Rah Ahan’s 
third of the day from the pen-
alty spot in the 74th minute 
and only three minutes later 
Abdi completed a hat-trick to 
add to the Reds’ misery. 

Persepolis players then 
woke up to reduce the margin 
as Zayed scored two conso-
lation goals for the Reds in 
the 82nd and 87th minutes, 

which turned out ultimately 
in vain.  In other matches of 
the day, the league pacesetter 
Sepahan was held scoreless 
against Zob Ahan, Teraktor-
sazi also drew 0-0 against Mes 
Sarcheshmeh, Esteqlal de-
feated Naft Abadan 2-1, Naft 
Tehran edged out Damash 
1-0, Malavan blanked Fou-
lad with two goals, Shahrdari 
drew 0-0 against Fajr Sepasi, 
Shahin tied with Saipa 2-2, 
and Saba and Mes played out 
to a 1-1 draw. 

TEHRAN - Persepolis 
has suffered a 4-3 home loss 
against Rah Ahan in the 32nd 
week of the Iranian Premier 
League (IPL) to stand only 
one step out of the relegation 
zone.

The Reds tasted their 12th 
loss of the season in the pen-
ultimate week of league at 
Tehran’s Azadi stadium on 
Sunday.  The first half of 
the match ended 2-1 for the 
guests, as Bahador Abdi 
opened the scoring for Rah 
Ahan in the 19th minute, 
which was answered two 
minutes later by the Reds’ 
Libyan striker Eamon Zayed, 


