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1 rﬁcten-"?iavaeh Shabanpor
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Ontario

FROM THE ONTARIO
MINISTER OF TOURISM,
CULTURE AND SPORT

SEPTEMBER 21-NOVEMBER 2, 2012

Six Weeks of Iranian Art

Yours truly,

/@%@:

Michael Chan
Minister

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, | am pleased to extend
greetings to everyone attending the Six Weeks of Iranian Art
Festival.

This event is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the wide array of
talent in the Iranian-Canadian community. The festival's
exhibitions and workshops are sure to provoke discussion,
reflection and a better understanding of our province's cuitural
heritage.

| would like to applaud the festival's founding artists for creating an
event that brings together the best of Iranian and Canadian culture
and reminds us that one of Ontario’s greatest strengths is its

diversity.

My best wishes to all for a successful and memorable festival.
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Iranian modern and
contemporary art

eeoThe contemporary Iranian art has
gone through many changes in recent
years and never been as diverse asis
now. The increasing number of young
population together with other social
and political elements has led to re-
invention of contemporary arts. The
speed of these changes is so fast that the academic
system cannot catch up with them. The wealth of ex-
perience from the former generations has been adap-
ted and used in today’s art. For instance, the so-cal-
led ‘Sagha-khaneh’ wave has been developed in calli-
graphy or miniature has been adapted differently wi-
th various layers. Adapting and questioning the tradi-
tional and historical art is clearly seen in figurative art
more than abstract.

The importance of concept in contemporary art is vi-
sible in abstract works. Urban and everyday life issu-
es and objects are also seen in recent years with addi-
tional spices of introspection, criticism and even pop-
art and satire. But many of these dialects have not be-
en published and introduced internationally. The limi-
ted success in some international markets has only at-
tracted partial attention of art experts to the Iranian ar-
tists. This is the reason which implies the importance
of independent galleries to introduce the Iranian art to
wider audience. Today’s generation of Iranian artists
are now going through a self-knowledge for better un-
derstanding of the new methods for equal presentati-
on of their works in global scene. This generation, apart
from the known framework, has progressed unbelie-
vably. Everyday new galleries and art collectors are
added to the enthusiasts of Iranian arts and this issue
is specially seen in the capital of Iran which is surpri-
sing and contrary to expectations. This sudden deve-
lopment jump is not only seen in traditional media but
also contrary to small support of new media, unbelie-
vable production can be seen in these new fields. Ba-
sed on the above, | am confident that in the near futu-
re we will witness the new wave of young artists and
their different works.

" Behnam Kamrani

Translated by peyman moazami
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There are no limits for Ghobad Shiva

i have been asked to write for ghobad shiva.
Because | wrote before and there is
nothing left to say about how much | envy
him and even his description. | go though
his work collection. Works that I've seen
many times butit's like | never seen them
never before. How fresh and new are the-
seworks , how strange and familiar are they , I've seen them
many times but it’s like I've just laid eyes on them.
My eyes teeter from one poster to another poster and | sta-
re at each poster and | float to Shiraz, Balkh and Bokha-
ra, to Hamedan and khorasan. | open wings and fly to last
decades, no, to last centuries ; my eyes stand still on each
poster and roll on each poster and on top of Takhte gam-
shid, Ganjname and Taghe bostan and me eyes roll and |
spin and spin and | spin again hand in hand with Galaledin
rumi balkhi and Molana. |1was supposed to talk about gra-
phics but these Suleiman carpets make itimpossible, every
poster turns into a carpet and my eyes and your eyes and
us... So much Suleiman
What a sweet prophecy when you are Suleiman in graphics
Graphics, graphics and still graphics; a lifetime graphics
and sketch and design.
Ghobad Shiva is Iranian. She is truly Iranian, without any

|| Farzad Adibi

formality. Virtuous Iran, years of innocence, noble Iran, no-
ble presentation of our pure nature.

Where Bualisina’s remaining exists and Shiva opens her
eyes to the world. She is bornin Hamedan into lune, love, li-
ghtand color. Being native and Iranian is not something you
can learn you must blend like love; abolsaeed abolkhair’'s
saying that: it should fit not learnt.

Being native is living intimate in native’s culture. It is not
possible to stick a drawing or a word on a sketch without
first living with it, breathing its air and listening to its music.
Being native is not only in structure, although, harder than
structure is content’s nature, Content which is full of sayings
and slangs and examples. He is native in its expression,
although, not one image is impossible and not one tech-
nique in his portrayals is out of touch. If he feels his design
needs a picture, drawing, designing, calligraphy and if he
doesn’t have the expertise, he seeks help from an expert.
Shiva doesn’t even accept limits in colors and to comple-
ment his work he takes advantage from color five and six
in gold and silver. Ideal colors thatin Iran’s ancient art calls
upon sun to earth. Shiva’s visual sense exceeds existing
forms of writings. If complements of Traditional calligraphy
don’t shed lights on writing and even if existing fonts are not
sufficient then he himself writes and if you desire designs.

Writing will turn into a sketch if it doesn’t express its essen-
ce. Sometimes Shiva manipulates method of calligraphy
without considering essence of calligraphy with respect to
graphic forms and he creates a different form. Aworthy cre-
ation that turns everyone’s head ....

There is no need to repeat statements that others have al-
ready said about Shiva, that how these traditional types of
paisley patterns harmonize and embrace each other to cre-
ate different forms. The way Iranian beautiful colors dance
on width of his posters and that his father’s rhythm from his
Tar can be sensed in his Iranian motives.

Experienced Shiva, mature Shiva, sometimes takes up a
roll as a child and reaches purity in his creation, a childish
innocence. Like saadi’s saying: easy and absent. Com-
fortable, childish way of speech and Sincere. Playing aro-
und with colors and forms and sometimes more than just
playing, playfully. *May kids...

You dance around hand in hand childishly, spin, and
spin until you are swept off your feet sailing far from ti-
me and space. On a poster like a Suleiman carpet in-
to the blue sky.

Farzad Adibi/ A summer nightin 2012
*Needs Attention
Translated by: Nazanin Abbasi



